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Preparations for a celebration of the Town's 200th birth-
day 'began in a quiet way about 3 years ago by appropriating
money at the Town Meeting in anticipation of expenses
which would be incurred in this type of undertaking. A
Senior Citizens Bi-Centennial Committee made up of Mrs.
Chester Smith, Mr. Wilfrid Dent and Mr. Dana Gross was
appointed. The following year Mr. Dent asked Gerald and
Rita Gross to serve as a working committee for them. In
the year previous the Good Neighbor Club started to have
signs made that would give, to the best of their knowledge,
the original names of the roads and sections of the town.
From trees in our town, sawed into boards at Grantham,
cpme the signs which you now see throughout the Town.
All of the wrought iron work on them was hand made
by Philip We'ber. The posts which support them were
cut here in Croydon. They were two years in the making
and it became necessary to enlist the aid of the men of the
Town to creosote the poles and erect the finished signs.
A year ago committees were appointed and the work be-
gan in earnest. Invitations were sent to the Governor, other
officials, and natives of the Town when the addresses were
known. Articles appeared in a New York and Boston news-
paper and several local newspapers concerning the celebra-
tion. Ptadio and television facilities also felt the event news-
worthy, and they broadcasted its being.
It was felt that much house cleaning was needed to put
our best foot forward. Since most of the activities were to
take place at the Town Hall, it was here that many hours
were spent cleaning and painting. The floor was beautifully
refinished by Harry and Marie Newcomb at no cost to the
Town other than materials. The same was done to the stage
floor by Cecil Dodge and Lawrence Fowle. John and Agnes
MacKenzie spent many hours on minor repairs and replacing
broken window panes, and Rita and Agnes refinished the
side benches- Mr. Robert Rimback donated a used sink and
refrigerator which were installed by Harry and John. The
work progressed harmoniously with eveyone donating his
time and talents.
Two days prior to the celebration, the Busy Buzzers 4-H
Club formed groups and cleared our highways of debris and
generally house-cleaned our roadsides.
The Decoration Committee, consisting of Marge and Phil
Welber, started making preparations for the Bi-Centennial
in the fall of 1965 by building a small greenhouse so that
they could raise a variety of red, white and blue flowers for
use in decorating the town and to'wn buildings. By August
19, the first day of our commemorative weekend, the Croy-
don Flat roadsign was alive with the color of petunias and
ageratum which had been planted early in the summer under
and around the sign. The Town Hall and Village Church
were bedecked with planters filled with geraniums, petunias,
and various greenery. The church windows all had an ar-
rangement of whit gladiolus and red carnations. The Webers
also presented the town with the gift of a State Flag which
along with "Old Glory" graced either side of the stage in the
Town Hall.
And so arrived the Bi-Centennial weekend in a blaze of
sunsliine and perfect August weather which prevailed
throughout the festivities. The Church bells were rung
at 10:00 A. M., August 19, 1966 and the Bi-Centennial was
officially opened. Friday evening a dance was held at
the Town Hall which was sponsored by the Selectmen of
the town. This v/as attended by an overflow crowd which
spread out onto the lawn into the beautiful summer evening.
Before the dancing began the Manorettes of Newport gave
an exhibition of square dancing with Freddie Lust as Caller.
The couples were attired in matching costumes and the
precision dancing was enjoyed by all. General round
and square dancing began at 9:00 P. M. and at 10:30
prizes were aw^arded for the best costumes. The judges
of the costumes were Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Barton of
Claremont and Mrs. Ann Royal of Andover, Massachusetts.
The Gerald Gross family won the first prize of $5.00,
Mrs. Jean Dodge won the second prize of $3.00 and Larry
Davidson, age 10, won third prize of $2.00, and a door
prize of $10 was awarded to Robert Lane. Refreshments
were served during intermission by Mrs. Eugene Newcomb.
These included sandwiches and cold drinks and a huge
birthday cake, donated by Mrs. Harry Newcomb, befitting
the occasion,
Saturday morning the town was alive with activity
making preparations for the Auction in the afternoon and
the Banquet that night. The women of the town gave the
Town Hall a last minute polish and set up the tables and
chairs and final touches were put on the decorations for the
Banquet that evening. In the meantime the men were out
collecting the items for the Auction.
At 1:30 P. M. the auction started with James Ricard of
Canaan, Nev/ Hampshire, as auctioneer, at the Village School
grounds. Again, fine v/eather prevailed and the auction was
a huge financial success and thoroughly enjoyed by the
large crowd in attendance.
The Bi-Centennial Banquet started at 5:30. This meal
v/as catered by Schneiders of West Lebanon and featured
baked ham, roast beef, turkey, various summer salads and
baked beans. The meal was very well received. There were
approximatly 420 meals served that evening during three
different sittings. After dinner and before the Program in
the church everyone gathered outside the Town Hall in the
cool sum^mer evening and renewed old acquaintances and
made new ones. The highlight of the banquet was the pre-
sentation of a redwood and aluminum chair to Mr. Lawrence
F. Cutting, 100 years of age, the oldest living native of Croy-
don who was in attendance the entire afternoon. He as-
tounded the multitude by his participation in the activities
of the day.
At 7:45, with Jules Pellerin presiding, the drawing for
the Afghan, made by Mrs. Katharine Fogg, was held. Con-
gressman James Cleveland drew the winning numlber and
the afghan went to Joyce Linton Jordan of Keene, formerly
of Croydon.
The Program was held at the Congregational Church
adjacent to the Town Hall, with Gerald Gross as Master of
Ceremonies. He gave the welcoming address and this was
followed by the invocation by Reverend Marion J. Creeger.
Community singing was led by several girls from the Busy
Buzzers 4-H group accompanied by Mrs. Alice Halter of
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, who was a house guest of the
Robert Foggs. Several speakers were introduced which in-
cluded Congressman Cleveland, Dr. Donald Barton of Con-
cord, Col. Chester Barton, Retired, of Tilton and Mrs. Betty
Cressler of Quincy, Massachusetts.
The Master of Ceremonies took time out to publicly
thank and introduce all members of the Committees and the
teenagers who waited on tables and led the singing. Special
acknowledgement was accorded Mr. and Mrs. John E. Mac-
Kenzie for their generous assistance in all our preparations.
Interspersed throughout the Program several prizes
were awarded. A box of chocolates was presented to Mr.
and ]\/[rs. Jack Halter, the newest bride and groom present.
A cookie jar with Bicentennial plaque was awarded to Mrs.
Mable Smith who had the most grandchildren, 18 in number,
and a cordless electric clock also with plaque was awarded
to Miss Lucille Stubbs who traveled 1,788 miles from Lin-
coln, Ndbraska to be present at the festivities.
After another community sing, the Speaker of the
Evening, Mr. Walter Powers, Esquire, a prominent lawyer
in the Boston area, entertained the audience v/ith an address
which v/as both informative and amusing. Mr- Powers was
asked to speak at the Bi-Centennial for many reasons one
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of which was the fact that his father gave the address at
^^^^^^^i^r* Centennial celebration in 1916. The following are his re-
/
remarks:




It would be inappropriate for me to try to tell you the history of
Croj'don, either past or present. You must all have learned that char-
acteristically American story from the remarkable and fascinating book-
let produced by Rita and Jane, which I hope may be permanently
preserved. What I am going to try to do is to tell you a few things
that perhaps you haven't heard before about some old-time Croj'don
citizens.
For some reason or other the first family that comes to my mind is
named Powers. A hundred years ago, at the time of Croydon's centen-
tennial, an account of your history contained this sentence:
'The Powerses were the most numerous family among the first
settlers, and were distinguished for giant frames, physical
Strength, and vigorous intellect."
"Vigorous intellect", that author said. Well, we know how Yankees are
for understatement. The Ezekiel Powers Mr. Gross has just told you
a;bout was undoubtedly one with great strength, since he swam Sugar
River twice when it was in flood to retrieve the plan of the royal grant
of Croydon. Ezekiel was my great-great-grandfather. His father was
named Walter, and so was his grandfather, two facts that probably
interested him and me more than they do you. His great-grandson, my
father, spoke here fifty years ago, at your Sesquicentennial, and Mr.
Dana Gross 'heard him. Gerald Gross has just said he hoped that there
is a reserve supply of possible orators from our family, and I am glad to
report that I have two sons and four grandsons who will hold them-
selves in readiness fifty years from now, if the Town can't get a really
good speaker by then.
The story that grandpa Ezekiel got a pistareen from his grateful
colleagues for swimming the river is undoubtedly true, because I have
the pistareen, and here it is. My father gave it to me. This is the way he
got it: Ezekiel left it to his son Abijah, usually known as Major Abijah,
who was my father's grandfather. After Abijah's death my father, who
was then a growing boy, kept pestering Abijah's widow to give him
the pistareen. One autumn day her winter wood was delivered and
dumped on her front lawn. It was sled length and hadn't been split.
After some typical Yankee bargaining my father agreed that, for the
pistareen, he would split the wood, cut it into stove leng-ths, and stack
it. He told me that when about half-way through the job he thought
that he was doing even more for a twenty-cent coin than Ezekiel had
done, but that his pride wouldn't permit him to quit. As you see, the
coin seems to have a history of physical exertion as a prerequisite to
the transfer of title to it. I wonder how whoever among the first Croy-
donians owned it before Ezekiel got it. Perhaps he fought a pirate and
took it over his dead body. I regret having to admit that I obtained it
without the performance of any noteworthy task
From the fact that old Ezekiel undertook the hazardous swimming
feat for the benefit of his associates, and then accepted as pay a small
foreign coin that obviously had no purchasing power, especially in an
uninhabited neighborhood, I formed an image of him as a public-spirited
man, far from mercenary, and interested only in the welfare of others.
Then I read in your fascinating historical booklet that by the time he
died he owned all the land that is now East Croydon. I don't see how
he could have acquired all that just by swimming more rivers at
twenty cents a river, so perhaps in his spare time he managed to pick
up a few worldly assets here and there.
Later there were two Powers brothers, Erastus B. and Samuel L.
I am not sure whether they were born in Croydon or in Cornish, but
they were of the original Croydon family, anyway. Samuel became a
Congressman from Massachusetts, and had an interesting career, but it
is Erastus of whom I am going to speak. He had all those three Powers
characteristics. He was about six feet four inches tall (I knew him in
his old age), and his strength may be guessed from the facts that when
he was a young lawyer in Boston he occasionally picked up a little
money by exhibition fights before men's club audiences, and that fre-
quently his opponent, with whom he was about equally matched, was a
chap then locally known as the "South Boston Strong Boy", who later
became more widely celebrated under his own name, which was John L.
Sullivan. As for Erastus's "vigorous intellect", he and Rufus Choate
are said to have been the only two students in the history of Dartmouth
College who in four years never got any mark other than A in either
recitation or examination.
Erastus never achieved the high position that his talents deserved,
largely because he perceived, and adopted, the philosophy of Omar
Khayyam, that of doubting that the vintners could buy anything "one
half as precious as the stuff they sell". One day Stillman F. Kelley, a
prominent Bostonian, saw Erastus in the North Station, walking un-
steadily and peering up at the train boards. Kelley stopped him and ask-
ed if he was having trouble reading them. Erastus, who was always cour-
teous, was even almost excessively polite when spiritously exalted. He
answered, "Thank you, sir, for your kindly interest. Yes, indeed, I find
the wording of the signs almost illegible this afternoon." Kelley said,
"When does your train go?" Erastus answered, "You will find it strange,
but I have forgotten." Kelley asked, "Where do you live, Mr. Powers?"
Erastus said, "This will undoubtedly seem to you even more improbable,
sir, but I do not at the moment recollect the name of the town," Kelley
said, "Don't you live in Cliftondale, and don't you want the 5:27?"
Erastus said. "Yoii are entirely correct, and I am most grateful to you.
The 5:27 to Cliftondale. I shall endeavor to remember that information."
Kelley said, "Would you let me escort you to your train." Erastus
accepted, and Kelley helped him on to a car, guided him to a seat, and
said, "Good-night, Mr. Powers." Erastus said, "You have been extra-
ordinarily kind to me, and you even know who I am, whereas I do not
even know your name." Kelley said, "My name is Norval. On the
Grampian hills my father fed his flocks." Erastus straightened up,
shook his head, and very distinctly said, "No, sir! No! My name is
Norval. On the Grampian hills my father FEEDS his flocks."
Another fine Croydon family, with whom we Powerses can and do
claim relationship, are the Bartons. Among the ones whom I have known
best was Judge Jesse Barton, of Newport. He was in every way the
best type of Yankee. One of his characteristics was that Yankee under
statement I have already mentioned. Once I asked him whether I could
trust a Newport man with whom I was to have dealings. Jesse said,
"Well, George never told me a lie No other people ever told me that
George had lied to them. But perhaps I might say, Walter, that George
has had some opportunities to improve his reputation for veracity that
he hasn't taken full advantag-e of."
And one more reminiscence of a son of whom Croydon may be
proud, Sherman L. Whipple. He was a descendant of your famous Moses
Whipple. He borrowed from your famous Ruel Durkee, another descend-
ant of Moses Whipple, the money to put himself through Yale and to
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get a legal education, and became a highly successful trial lawyer in
Boston. He was alert, hard-fighting, and fearless. He was no more
afraid of judges than he was of anyone else. In one of his cases, after
several weeks of trial a juror became ill, and in order not to have to
try the case all over again Whipple moved that they go on with only
eleven jurors. The judge, noted for being rather pompous, said, "No,
Mr. Whipple, I must deny that motion. The statute calls for twelve
jurors, not eleven, Mr. Whipple. The number twelve is a significant one.
There twelve pennies in a shilling, twelve signs in the Zodiac, twelve
months in a year, twelve inches in a foot, and, Mr Whipple, our blessed
Lord had twelve disciples." Whipple said, "Yes, your Honor, and our
blessed Lord would have been a damn sight better oi¥ if He'd had only
eleven !"
As I have said, J shall not attempt to tell you the history of your
own Town. But I am going to do a little imagining about what may have
been going on in the minds of Croydon citizens two hundred years ago,
and then to compare that time with the present. You may find the com-
parison interesting, optimistic, even patriotic.
In 1766, the year that Croydon was foimded, all New England was
in a state of unrest and apprehension. Almost everyone was of English
deiscent, but almost everyone was dissatisfied with the English govern-
ment of the Colonies. Doubts were freely expressed that King George
and his ministers had the will, or even the capability, to govern wisely or
properly, or the merit to deserve the loyalty of their subjects. Only the
year before, in 1765, Patrick Henry, speaking in the Virginia House
of Burgesses, had cried, "Tarquin and Caesar had their Brutus, Charles
the First his Cromwell, and George the Third . . ." He was interrupted
bj'' the Speaker, who cried, "Treason! Treason!" Patrick Henry ended
"and George the Third may profit by their example. If this be treason,
make the most of it." In 1766 New Hampshire had taken the lead of all
the Colonies by actually di*iving out the Royal Governor Wentworth.
Groups called the Sons of Liberty had sprung up. They "demonstated",
as we call it now. They organized parades and public meetings at which
they urged violence. In many ways they practiced violence, tarring and
feathering, burning buildings, breaking into houses and stores and loot-
ing and destroying, throwing stones, bottles, and clubs, and even killing.
The men of Croydon must have seen clearly that war was coming.
They were sturdy, self-reliant, pious men. Those men, and those women,
v/ho lived here those two centuries ago were brave, and I have heard
them called fearless, but I cannot believe that thej'^ were without fear.
How could they have helped fearing all that war would mean? There
could have been little hope or expectation that the Colonies could defeat
the powerful British empire. Everyone here, Bible readers aU of them,
knew that Ecclesiastes had said, "The race is not to the swift, nor the
battle to the strong", but they must all have expected that England
would win the war. The enemy had a navy, an army of trained profes-
sional soldiers serving under experienced oificers, vast reserves of pro-
visions, arms, and ammunition, and plenty of money. We here in
America had no navy; our army would be composed of volunteers un-
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accustomed to combat; officers who had never commanded troops; no
artillerj^; arms of various kinds, requiring bullets of different sizes;
limited quantities of gunpowder; and the supplying of the necessary
provisions, clothing, housing, and transportation was a problem that
must have seemed insoluble.
Every dweller in Croydon must have known, from the moment of
waking in the morning, the fear that the men must go away to give
battle against overwhelming strength. And after the war had been
lost, what had they to look forward to? Some Croydon men would have
been killed, some captured, some badly wounded. What would those
who could come home again find? Their farms would have suffered in
many ways, their money would be gone, their opportunities to earn
money diminished, and they would still be colonists, but known to the
British as rebels, deprived of even such rights as they had possessed be-
fore they dared to revolt, in fact little better tlian serfs to an unfor-
giving kingdom over the seas. It must have seemed to most of our wise
forefathers that the idea that thej^ could form a free and independent
nation was a delusion, impossible of achievement, a sad mistake.
Well, once again Ecclesiastes was right. The battle did not go to
the strong. The idea of a free nation proved to be no mistake at all. Our
forefathers, including those who came from Croydon, won t!he war. A
strong nation was formed. It has prospered. Eventually the mutual
hostility with England died away and was replaced by enduring friend-
ship and alliance. It even came to pass that the once rebellious child lent
money and resources to the once oppressive parent.
Two hundred years have gone by, and it is interesting to compare
our feelings with those of the pioneers of 1766. This, too, is a time of
unrest and apprehension. In many cities groups, claiming, as did the
Sons of Liberty, that their motives are to protest against oppression,
are parading, demonstrating, holding public meetings recommending
violence, breaking and entering, looting, burining buildings, throwing
missiles, and wounding and killing. There is no complete agreement that
all those in power in the government are using that power wisely,—or
even that they have the necessary wisdom anyway. The cost of govern-
ment grows steadily, and the increasing burden falls on all of us. The
power, and the great wealth, of the Unions causes apprehension to many.
We are in a war, a small war, perhaps, though no war seems small to
a family whose son is killed in it, or to a soldier who loses his sight or
his arm or his leg. Hundreds of thousands of our young men are already
engaged in that small war. We see no end of it in sight: Indeed who is
free from the dread that it may turn into a great and disastrous war
against vast communistic forces on land and in the air?
But if you find yourselves uneasy and fearful, remind yourselves
of the almost hopeless situation the brave men and women in Croydon
had to face, ever so much worse, from the standpoint of their streng'th
and their resources, than our situation today, the courage with which
they met it, and the heartening reflections that over two hundred years
the American nation, and we the American people, have faced and
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overcome all our enemies and gone on to ever better things. Is there
one of us -who can doubt that we too, by our courage, imder the pro-
tection of the God who upheld those who stood on this spot two cen-
turies ago, can make our own contribution to the ever brightening
future of the nation that was theirs and now is ours?
The Program was closed with the hymn, "God be With
You 'Til We Meet A^ain," and Benediction. ,<? j
Sunday morning services were led by Reverendtj Morris
^^^Bawl of Croydon Flat, which was exceptionally well at-
tended. The Church was beautifully decorated in red, white
and gold flowers. The YMCA choir under Douglass Reed,
rendered a selection and led the singing. They were ac-
companied by their pianist. Miss Susan Powers of Claremont
and violinist, Mrs. Gladys Hawley of Melrose, Massachu-
setts.
Open house v/ith a short service was held at the Croydon
Flat Church in the afternoon. At the conclusion of the
service, the floral decorations were given to all ladies pres-
ent.
And so our Bi-Centennial came to a close with the sun
still shining and a glow of satisfaction on everyone's face
from a job well done and a celebration much enjoyed by
all who attended.
An informal adjournment until sometime in the year
2066 is now pronounced.
We wish to express our sincere thanks to the Bicenten-
nial Committees, friends and neighbors in Croydon and
surrounding communities for their whole-hearted coopera-
tion and assistance in making our celebration such a re-
sounding success.
Gerald and Rita Gross
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Financial Report of the
BICENTENNIAL
Raised Iby taxation in 1964 $ 200.00 $
Raised by taxation in 1965 200.00
Raised by taxation in 1966 500.00
Interest on the above 14.98
History
On approval of the Senior Commit-
tee, $200 of the above money was used
to help defray the cost of printing the
booklet 200.00
After pufblication, $438 was realized
from the sale of these books, and after
paving a personal loan, the balance
was refunded to the Town 238.00
Advertising
Keystone Badge Co.—adv't- buttons 46.26
Received from sale of these buttons 96,00
Stationery—Gift of Julian Greeley No Charge
Bumper stickers—Gift of Lawrence Fowle No Charge
Posters—Gift of Jane Chworowsky No Charge
Auction
All articles donated by Townspeople No Charge
Received from the sales 389.10
Paid auctioneer James Ricard
10% of proceeds 39.00
Coca-Cola 15.00
Received from sale of Coca-Cola 37.05
Dance
Receipts at the door 134.75




Music—Woody and His Ramblers 75.00
Refreshments—Shop-rite; food 16.86
Green Acres Ice Cream Inc. 6.90
Coca-Cola 15.00
Bicentennial Birthday
cake was the gift of
Marie Newcomb No Charge
Sale of refreshments 35.60
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Decorations
Henry Howard—2 sap 'buckets
Putnams Greenhouses—flowers
All other decorations were made and
donated by Philip & Margaret Weber
Cleaning and Beautifying
Five gallons creosote for signs
Flowers for Pine Hill cemetery
Numerals on East Village Church





Paints, brushes, windex, sink stop-
pers, furniture polish, lumiber, win-
dow glass, putty, etc.
Applied by Ed & Agnes MacKenzie
at no cost to the Town
Rowell's—8 curtain rods
Ernie's—48 yds. red Indian Head for
curtains at discoiint








Barrett Press—450 Supper tickets
Banquet
Name cards for head table
Ben Franklin Store^—napkins at discount
These were printed by Willis H.
Ballou, Jr. at no cost to Town on
loan of Barrett presses.
Schneider's Catering Service—^Total
cost of the Supper was $987.50 of
which $582.25 was raised from the
sale of tickets, leaving the cost of

























Costumes for 4-H Boys and Girls
Black ties and hats, calico, lace and
stiffening
Gratuities for waiters and waitresses
Gift of Stephanie Edgell 33.20
Prizes
Box of chocolates for newest married
couple
Cookie box for the Grandmother with
the most grandchildren
Clock for the person who came the
furthest.
Redwood folding chair for the oldest
person in attendance
These last two items were purchased
with 14 stamp books donated by
women of the Town
H. J. Greenwood, Jeweler—3 engrav-
ed plaques reading "Bicentennial
—
Croydon, N. H. 1966" which were
fastened to the above gifts
Miscellaneous
Guest Book
Had the piano in the Town Hall tuned
















Turned over to the Town
$1,878.68 $1,237.51
641.17
December 31, 1966 $1,878.68 $1,878.68
Note: The Town raised $900.00 and $641.17 was refunded,
leaving the actual cost of the celebration at $258.83.
Since the souvenirs ran well in excess of $4,000.00 and
it was not feasible for the Town to finance these, they were
supported toy persons interested in the success of our ven-
ture.
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Jane Chv/orowsky provided the Bicentennial tiles de-
picting the little brick schoolhouse. They may still be pur-
chased from her.
Gold, silver and bronze coins to commemorate the
occasion were made available to the public by Dr. Ralph
Benson, Jane Chworov^^sky and Rita Gross. The coins bear
the imprint of the store named Coniston after the novel. The
silver and bronze coins may also be purchased through
Jane.
Two years of preparation and picture gathering went
into a small pictorial history of the Town with many people
helping us. The gold motif and printing used on the covers
was reproduced by Phoebe Greeley from the Centennial
Book. This Bicentennial Booklet was printed by the Rum-
ford Press of Concord, N- H. at a cost of $2,685.56 for 1,000
copies. Since they cost nearly $2.70 each, only one was given
to each family in Croydon and to the Patrons. It was neces-
sary to sell the remaining hooks at $2.00 and some are still
available from Rita Gross. We are deeply indebted to the
Patrons whose names appear on the inside of the Booklet
for financial aid. A total of $2,332.00 was raised in this man-
ner. The balance of the payment was a personal loan which
was immediately repaid upon the sale of books. Patrons
whose donations arrived too late to be printed in the Book-
let are as follows:
Miss Stephanie Edgell
Walter Powers, Esq.
Farmington Well Drilling Co. of N. H.
Green Acres Ice Cream
Harry V. Spanos
Helen's Beauty Shop
Luther Weigle, Jr., M. D-
Priscilla Sweet Shop
Towne's Sugar River Pharmacy
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Croydon, in the
County of Sullivan, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are here'by notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Town on Tuesday, the 14th day of March next, at 10
o'clock in the forenoon, (polls not to close earlier than 6
o'clock in the afternoon) to act upon the following subjects:
ART. 1. To choose one Selectman for three years, a
Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Tax Collector, Highway
Agent, two Auditors, Library Trustee for three years, one
Trustee of Trust Funds for three years, and all such Officers
and Agents as may be necessary for the transaction of the
Town's business for the ensuing year.
ART. 2. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate to defray Town Charges for
the ensuing year-
ART. 3. To see if the Town will vote to accept State
Aid for Class V roads and vote to raise and appropriate
$544.19 for same; the State to contribute $3,627.91
ART. 4. To see if the Town will vote to accept State
Aid for Class V Highways and Bridges and raise and appro-
priate such sums of money as may be deemed necessary for
the purpose.
ART. 5. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for summer and winter road
maintenance.
ART. 6. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for General Expense of the
Highway Department.
ART. 7. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for maintenance of Town
Dump.
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ART. 8. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for cutting brush.
ART. 9. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for upkeep of cemeteries.
ART. 10. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for Capital Reserve Fund to
be used for new equipment.
ART. 11. To see v/hat sum of money the Town will
vote to raise cind appropriate for Street Lights and Lighting
Town Buildings.
ART. 12. To see if the Town will vote to have a District
Nurse. The cost to be raised and appropriated under Town
Charges.
ART. 13. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for Social Security on Town
Employees for the ensuing year.
ART. 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $77.00 for White Pine Blister Rust.
ART. 15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize
the Selectmen to hire all necessary sums of money for use
during the year in anticipation of Taxes.
ART. 16. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for Old Age Assistance.
ART. 17. To see what sum of money the Town will
vote to raise and appropriate for Insurance-
ART. 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $215.00 to defray the cost of Library,
including Librarian's salary, heat, etc.
ART. 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $40.00 for the promotion of the Dartmouth-Lake
Sunapee Region.
ART. 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise the
salaries of the Town Clerk to $250.00, the Town treasurer
to $200.00, and the Supervisors of the Checklist to $10.00
for Town Meetings and State and National elections.
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ART. 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $100.00 for the Newport Hospital.
ART. 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate $650.00 to purchase a new Sander for the High-
way Department. The sum of $150.00 has been paid towards
the full purchase price in rental fees.
ART. 23. To see if the Town will appoint a committee
to investigate Zoning or Town Ordinances regulating Mobile
Homes.
ART. 24. To transact any other business which may
legally come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seals at said Croydon this












BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF CROYDON
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing
Year January 1, 1967 to December 31, 1967
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Amount Raised by Issue of
Bonds or Notes:
Tax Sale redeemed 525.71
Head Tax penalties 22.00
Head Tax (previous years) 205.00
Poll Tax (previous years) 64.00
Property & Yield Tax (prev. yrs.) 6,750.90
State Head Tax (1966 Levy) 605.00
Cash Surplus 2,0€0.00
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2 210.00 192.00 200.0€
(b) National Bank Stock Taxes 15.00
(c) Yield Taxes 1,000-00 1,087.10 1,000.00
Total Revenues from All Sources
Except Property Taxes $12,205.46 $44,285.73 $12,406.41




Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and
Expenditures of the Previous Year






SUMMARY INVENTORY OF TOWN VALUATION
Lands and Buildings $1,126,127.00




N. H. Electric Corp. 300.00
Stock in Trade of Merchants 3,350.00
Stock in Trade of Manufacturers 13,500.00
Boats & Launches (6) 1,800.00
Neat Stock—Dairy Cows (39) 3,550.00
Poultry (300) 150.00
Gasoline Pumps & Tanks 250.00
Road Building & Construction Machinery 79,800-00
Total Valuation
before Exemptions Allowed $1,344,827.00
War Service Exemptions (27) $27,000.00
Neatstock Exemptions 1,850.00
Poultry Exemptions 150.00
Total Exemptions Allowed $ 29,000.00
Net Valuation on Which Tax
Rate is Computed $1,315,827.00
Number of Inventories Distributed in 1966 265
Number of Inventories Returned in 1966 197




For the Tax Year 1966
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is correct to the







Town Officers Salaries $ 2,095.00
Town Office Administrative Expense 742.00
Election and Registration Expenses 300.00






and Care of Trees 77.00
Insurance 950.00
Damages and Legal Expenses 25.00
Health Dept. $10.00—Hospitals $100.00 110.00
Vital Statistics 10.00
Dump and Garbage Collection 550.00
Town Maintenance (Summer $3,000.00)
(Winter $2,800.00) 5,800.00
Street Lighting 475.00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 1,200.00
Town Road Aid 547.90
Libraries 215.00
Old Age Assistance 3,000.00
Memorial Day, Vet. Assoc., Old Home
Day, $18.00; Bicentennial $500.00 518.00
30
Cemeteries 400.00
Advertising and Regional Assoc. 40.00
New Equipment—^Two-Way Radio 215.00
Capital Reserve Fund
—
to be raised 'by taxation 1,000.00
Cutting Brush 300.00
Surplus Food 250.00
Total Town Appropriations " $20,169.90
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest and Dividends Tax $ 564.05
Savings Bank Tax 101.79
Revenue from Yield Sources (FCAB) 4,224.13
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees 15.00
Dog Licenses 190.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 3,000.00
Income from Trust FHinds 50.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 15.00
141 Poll Taxes (5) $2.00 (1966) 282.00
Cash Surplus 600.00
Total Revenues and Credits $9,041.97
Net Town Apipropriations $11,127.93
Net School Appropriations $32,137.50
County Tax Assessment 4,339.93
Total of Town, School and County $47,605.36
Add: Overlay 1,080.24
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes $48,685.60
Taxes to be committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $48,685.60
Total Property Taxes $48,685.60
1966 Poll Taxes at $2.00 282.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 15.00
Total Taxes to be committed $48,982.60
$13,158.27 X $3.70 = $48,685.60
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TOWN CHARGES
Town Officers Salaries $ 2,367.84
Town Officers Expenses 751.59
Election and Registration 255.00
Town Hall and other Buildings 733.37
Police 48.00
Fire Departrn.ent 34.46




Interest on Short Term Notes 90.00
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Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1966
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the informatiori contained in this
report was taken from official records and is complete to










In hands of treasurer $26,686.83
Capital Reserve Funds: 1,294.65
Accounts Due to the Town
Due from State:
Bounties 58.50
Other bills due Town:
Wood sold by Town (balance) 20.00
Unredeemed Taxes:
(from tax sale on account of)
(a) Levy of 1965 417.92
(b) Levy of 1964 148.61
(c) Previous Years 58.25
34
Uncollected Taxes:
(a) Levy of 1966 4,825.37




Accounts Owed by the Town:
Due to State:
(a) State Head Taxes—1966
(Uncollected $265.00) $ 265.00
(b) Yield Tax—Bond & Debt Retirement
(UncoUected $14.77)
(Collected—not remitted to
State Treas. $181.18) 195.95
Due to School Districts:
Balance of School Tax 21,559.32
Capital Reserve Funds:
(Offsets similar Asset account) 1,294.65
Total Liabilities $23,314.92





41 males @ $2.00
22 S. Females @ $2.00
7 Females @ $5.00
1 Small Kemiel
1 Large Kemiel
21 Penalties @ $1.00
Collected
72 Licenses—Less Clerk's Fees @ $.20 each





Property, Poll and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1966
DR.





Property, Poll and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1965
DR.
Uncollected Taxes—As of January 1, 1966:
Property Taxes $ 6,494.70
Poll Taxes 74.00
Added Poll Taxes 2.00
Yield Taxes 128.30
$ 6,699.00
Interest Collected During Fiscal Year
Ended December 31, 1966 $ 126.97
Total Debits $ 6,825.97
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal
Year Ended December 31, 1966:
Property Taxes $ 6,487.70
Poll Taxes 64.00
Yield Taxes 128-30
Interest Collected During Year 126.97
$ 6,806.97
Abatements Made During Year:
Property Taxes $ 7.00
Poll Taxes 12.00
$ 19.00





State Head Taxes Committed to Collector:
Original Warrant $ 870.00
Added Taxes 5.00
Total Commitment $ 875.00
Penalties Collected 1.50'
Total Debits $ 876.50
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer:




Uncollected Head Taxes—As Per
Collector's List 265.00






January 1, 1966 $ 235.00
Added Taxes During 1966 10.00
Penalties Collected During 1966 24.50
Total Debits $ 269-50
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer During 1966:
Head Taxes $ 205.00
Penalties 20.50
$ 225.50
Abatements During 1966 $ 44.00
Total Credits $ 269.50
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SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
As of December 31, 1966
DR.




Taxes Sold to Town During Current
Fiscal Year $639,68 $ $
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes
January 1, 1966 436.64 58.25






Plus 1966 Receipts 71,139.74
Minus checks paid on orders of Selectmen 60,674.34
Balance in Bank December 31, 1966 $26,686.83
Receipts Itemized
Tax Collector—taxes $53,866.82
First National Bank—temporary loans 6,000.00
Town Clerk—motor vehicle permits 3,23302
Town Clerk—dog licenses 199.60
Town Clerk—pistol permits 4.00
Town Clerk—filing fees 12.00
Trustees of Trust Funds
—
Care of Cemetery lots 86.00
Town of Sunapee^
—
payment on boundary marker 17.50
State of New Hampshire—refund on T.R.A. 10.78
State of New Hampshire—porcupine 'bounties 200.25
State of New Hampshire—fire training meeting 11.61
State of New Hampshire—Duncan money 2,784.46
State of New Hampshire^—^savings bank tax 101.79
State of New Hampshire—interest & dividends tax 564.05
State of New Hampshire—head tax reimb. 8.23
State of New Ham^pshire—timber tax 3,305.90
Oiling driveways—^Cecil Bridgeo & Wilfred Forrest 29.32
Arnold Sherman—sale of plow irons 5.00
Harry Newcomb—sale of town wood 25-00
Thomas Bridgeo—half payment on town wood 20.00
New England Tel. & Tel.—public telephone 13.24
Bicentennial Committee—receipts of celebration 641.17
Total $71,139.74
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1966 Taxable Wages and Remunerations subject to Social
Security. (This does NOT include contracting, Town Fire





Croydon, N. H. Receipts and
RECEIPTS
Current Revenue:
From Local Taxes: (Collected and remitted to Treasurer)
Property Taxes—Current Year—1966 " $44,285.73
Poll Taxes—Current Year—1966 192.00
Yield Taxes—1966 1,087.10
State Head Taxes @ $5—1966 605.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
collected and remitted $46,169.83
Property Taxes & Yield Taxes—Previous Years 6,750.90
Poll Taxes—Previous Year 64.00
State Head Taxes @ $5—Previous Years 205.00
Interest received on Taxes 129.38
Penalties on State Head Taxes 22-00
Tax Sales redeemed 525.71
From State:
For Highways and Bridges:
(a) For Town Road Aid (Refund) 10.78
(b) For Class V Highway maintenance 2,784.46
Interest and Dividends Tax 564.05
Savings Bank Tax 101.79
Reimbursement a/c Exemption of
Growing Wood and Timber 3,305.90
Fighting Forest Fires 11.61
Bounties 200.25
Head Tax Reimbursement 8.23
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 199.60
Business licenses, permits and filing fees 16.00
Income from trust funds 86.00
Motor vehicle permits 3,233.02
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Town officer's salaries $ 2,367.84
Town officer's expenses 751.59
Election and registration expenses 255.00
Expenses town hall and other
town buildings 733.33
Perambulation Ox Town Lines 98.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 4800
Fire department, including forest fires 248.68
Moth extermination—Blister Rust




Health department, including hospitals 100.00
Vital statistics 6.00
Town dump and garbage removal 448.00
Highways and Bridges:




General expenses of Highway Dept. 1,193.82
Libraries: 204.00
Public Welfare:






Croydon, N. H. Receipts and
RECEIPTS
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year 6,000.00
Town of Sunapee, N. H. for
boundary markers 17.50
Oiling Driveways 29.32
Sale of plow irons 5.00
Sale of wood 45.00
New England Tel. and Tel. 13.24
Bicentennial Committee 641.17
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Payments for the Year Elided December 31, 1966
PAYMENTS
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $10,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 2,000.00
Libraries, Lands and Buildings . 1,500.00
Furniture and Equipment 500.00
Police Department, Equipment 10.00
Fire Department, Equipment 200.00
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings 3,000.00
Equipment 14,000.00
Materials and Supplies 300.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings 8,000.00
Equipment 1,000.00
All Lands and Buildings acquired through
Tax Collector's deeds 200.00
Total $40,710.00
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Harry Newcomb $ 8.50
Lawrence Darling 27.00
St. Pierre's Store 10.00
Pratt's Store 10.00
County of Sullivan 47.93
Total $ 107.43
Town Hall and Other Buildings
Public Service $ 80.58
Ascutney Forge 10.00
Suburban Natural Gas 24-00
Thomas Bridgeo 43.75
LaValley Building Supply 17.23
Collins Electrical 207.54
L. M. Persons 17.50








General Expenses of Highway
Gardiner Stetson $ 69.64
Flanders and Patch 163-23
Vaine's Auto Service 110.75
Sears-Roebuck 10.34




H. D. Harris 2.15
L. M. Persons 47.00
Heath and Fields 2.14




Bdb's Sport Shop 42.84
Sil^by and Johnson 19.08
Barney Bass 10.00
New England Barricade 10.00
United Construction 10.00
Sanel Auto Parts 39.64





R. G. Hazelton 70.31
Total $ 1,193.82
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REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN
FIRE RECORD
Fire records are made by people — those who cause fires
and those who control them. Your forest fire warden, dep-
uty wardens, fire chief and firemen have, in spite of a pro-
longed drought, made one of the best fire control records in
recent years. Despite a very dry spring, we in New Hamp-
shire working together, have substantially reduced our fire
incidence (885 in 1965 to 595 in 1966).
This enviable record is largely due to two factors:
1. A closely coordinated and integrated state-town or-
ganization jointly carrying out prograans of forest
fire prevention, training and suppression with dedi-
icated personnel.
2. Your appreciation of our forest fire control program
and your individual effort in practicing fire jire-
vention.
Statistics show, however, there is room for improvement.
Major problems are still with us; (1) the careless disposal
of cigarettes; (2) the householder's carelessness in burning
rubbish; (3) the failure of woodlot owners and contractors
to completely extinguish their brush burning fires; (4) fail-
ure to extinguish camp fires; (5) unsupervised children
playing with matches.
New Hampshire has 4,339,000 acres of woodland to be pro-
tected. In 1966 we experienced 595 forest fires on this area
and restricted acreage burned to 395 acres— a fine testimon-
ial to the efficiency and dedication of the men who make
up our forest fire control organization.
1. If you must burn you will need a permit. Permits
are not issued between 9:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M. ex-
cept on rainy days. Permits are not needed when
the ground is covered with snow. To minimize risk
the best way to dispose of rubbish is at your author-
ized town or municipal dumtpiing area.
2. Be sure all discarded smoking material is out.
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3. Don't leave a live camp or cootking fire,
4. Most important—^instruct your children that matches
are not play things.
TRULY — ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES
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LIBRARY TRUSTEE'S REPORT
In October 1966 the Croydon Town Library joined the
State-wide Library Development System. By joining this
system, our ibenefits are:
1. State aid
2. Fihns
3. Help of a district consultant.
4. Member of the District Advisory Council.
5- Cooperative book buying and cataloging through the
State Library; 38¥2% discount is allowed.
November 1, 1966 Cash on hand $ 21.40
Check from Town 30.00
On January 31, 1967 $ 51.40
deposited to N. H. State Treasurer 50.00






This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements, and other financial records of
the Selectmen, Town Treasurer, Town Clerk, Collector of
Taxes, Trustees of the Trust Funds and the Bicentennial
Committee of the Town of Croydon for the year ending










For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1965 to June 30, 1966
EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION
CROYDON SCHOOL BOARD
JULES PELLERIN, Chairman Term Expires 1&67
BARBARA NEWCOMB Term Expires 1969
DOROTHY BALLOU (appointed) Term Expires 1967
SUPERVISORY UNION #43 OFFICERS
JUNE E. SPAULDING, Chairman New London
NATALIE N. MOORE, Vice-Chairman Newport
DOROTHY LEWIS, Secretary Goshen-Lempster
SALLY M. ELDREDGE, Treasurer Newport
OFFICERS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Moderator WILFRID DENT
Clerk WILLIS H. BALLOU
Treasurer WILLIS H. BALLOU
Auditor BEATRICE SMITH
ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent of Schools GORDON B. FLINT
Teacher Consultant ALPHONSE J. SOUCY
Clerk INES FERRITER
School Nurse JUNE F. BUCK
Truant Officer LAWRENCE DARLING
^5
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DISTRICT TREASURER
July 1, 1965 — June 30, 1966
Cash on Hand, July 1, 1965
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 2,847.74
Received from Selectmen
(Current Appropriation) $25,851.12
Received froim State Sources 3,006.24
Received from Federal Sources 85.31
Received from Trust Funds 52.32
total Receipts $28,994-99
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year $31,842.73
Less School Board Orders Paid 31,735.93
Balance on Hand, June 30, 1966





This is ^o certify that I have exam.ined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
Treasurer of the School District of Croydon of which the
aibove is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30,







OF THE CROYDON SCHOOL DISTRICT
REGULAR ACC
For the Year Ending J
Receipts
Revenue from Local Sources:
Received from Current
Appropriation
Earnings from Permanent Funds
& Endowments
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Other Expenses: $ 110.18
N. H. School Board's Assoc. 40.00





Postmaster, Newport, N. H. 28.55
Instruction:
Salaries of Teachers: $ 4,937.50
Edith H. Fowle, Teacher $ 4,900.00
Elizabeth Phillips, Substitute 22.50
Charlotte Kelley, Substitute 15.00
Textbooks: $ 86.44
Scott, Foresman & Company 2900
Economy Company 11.23
D. C. Heath Company 3.26
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 22.46 '
Chas. E. Merrill Books 18.07
Harper & Row 2.42
School Libraries & Audiovisual Materials: 80.05
Eye Gate House 43.00
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 37.05
Teaching Supphes; $ 229.98
American Education Publications 9.60
Mayfair Subscription Agency 19.00
Scott, Foresman & Company 19-97
Mainco School Supplies 3.16
J. L. Hammett Company 1.71
G. Schirmer & Son 1.23
Science Research Associates 3.95
Bobbs-Merrill Company 47.31
Cascade School Supplies 100.05
Chas. E. Merrill Books 10.27
Harcourt, Brace & World 8.50
Harper & Row 5.23
Health Services:
Salary for Health Services: $ 200.00
June F. Buck. School Nurse 200.00
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Other Expenses for Health Services: 52.36
Travel Expenses—School Nurse 50.00
John Kelly Pharmacy 2-36
Transportation:
Contracted Services for
Pupil Transportation: $ 4,017.15
Salary—Bus Driver - John MacKenzie 900.00
Sub. Bus Driver - Gerald Gross " 5.00
P & S Leasing Corp.—Rental
School Bus 2,250.00




Salarv of Janitor: $ 697.00
Chester Smith, Janitor $ 697.00
Supplies for Operation of Plant: 124.13
Central Paper Products Company 124.13
Heat for Building: 279.76
Goodrich Oil Company 279.76
Utilities, except Heat for Building: 254.24








REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Citizens of Croydon:
Mrs. Edith Fowle is again teaching Grades 1-3 at the





Mrs. Fowle has been doing an excellent job even though
she has indicated a difficulty in having time enough to give
the required attention to each of the three grades. The
work in the new math program requires more time and the
task of getting first graders off to a good start in reading
is no small one.
I regret to inform, you that Mrs. Fowle has decided not
to teach another year. The community has been fortunate
in having her services for the past two years-
Area School District
Following overwhelming voter approval in both Croj^-
don and Newport on June 2, 1966, the State Board of Edu-
cation issued a Certificate of Formation of the Newport-
Croydon AREA School District. As of July 1, 1956, Croydon
students in Grades 7-12 will attend Newport Junior-Senior
High School. Under this Plan, Newport receives 10% addi-
tional State Building Aid on the High School building.
Croydon pays no rental charge per student. When the state
provides any funds for incentive aid as the law provides,
it will be equally apportioned on a per-pupil basis by the
two Districts.
Adoption of this Plan has meant the following tuition
charges for Croydon compared to the amounts paid by other
sending Districts:
Regular Tuition $ 399. $ 490. $ 410. $ 551.






An Article submitted by petition is included in the
Warrant to consider sending pupils in Grades 1-3 to Newlport
in September 1967. There is an additional column on the






THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Croydon, qualified to vote in District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said District on the 8th day of March 1967 at 7:30 o'clock
p. m. to act upon the following subjects:
Article 1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
Article 2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
Article 3. To choose a Member of the School Board
for the ensuing three years.
Article 4. To choose a Member of the School Board
for the ensuing year.
Article 5. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
Article 6. To choose one or more Auditors and such
other Officers and Agents as the voters may judge necessary.
Article 7- To hear reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
Article 8. To see if the District will vote to send
pupils in Grades 1-3 to Newport effective in September 1967.
Article 9. To see what sum of money the District will
vote to raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for
the payment of salaries for School District Officials and
Agents and for the payment of the statutory obligations of
the District.
Article 10. To transact any other business that may
legally come before this meeting .












CROYDON SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGETS
1966-67
Administration:

























Senior High (Grades 9-12) 11,270.00
Junior High (Grades 7 & 8) 3,990.00











































Balance $ 106.80 $ 550.00 $ 550.00
Revenue From Local Sources:
Income from Trust Funds 52.00 52.00 52.00
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